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[bookmark: _Toc62628190]1. The urgency of the research
Environmental pollution in Vietnam has been increasing over the years, including water, air and noise pollution. Environmental pollution has left consequences for economic development as well as public health.
In addition to the positive contributions that bring a new socio-economic face to many localities, the industrial development in general and the system in particular in Vietnam are posing many challenges for environmental protection. Therefore, environmental protection requirements need to be set very strict, requiring higher organization than small production facilities, because the impact on the environment is very large from the operation of economic zones.
The system of legal documents on environmental protection related to the operation of the economic zone in Vietnam has created the necessary legal basis for the environmental management and protection. However, the system of regulations on environmental protection in the documents is still inconsistent, the stability is not high, there is a lack of regulations suitable for the management of specific environments of economic zones, some regulations are overlapping. The implementation of legal regulations on environmental protection in general and the operation of the economic zones in particular has not met the requirements.
In order to effectively exploit the economic zone's activities, contribute to economic development as well as create jobs for employees to be sustainable, the issue how to well implement the environmental protection in the activities of the economic zone should be raised. Stemming from that reason, the PhD student decided to choose the topic: "Laws on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones in Vietnam" for the doctoral thesis of law.
[bookmark: _Toc62628191]2. Research purposes and missions
2.1. Research purposes
The thesis aims to clarify the legal basis and practical basis for implementing the laws on environmental protection in the activities of economic zones; thereby propose solutions to improve the legal regulations and improve the efficiency of the implementation of legal regulations on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones in Vietnam.



2.2. Research missions
Firstly, the thesis clarifies the research status of typical domestic and foreign works related to the contents of the thesis. Since then, the thesis contents to inherit, and to continue to research in depth to achieve the research purpose.
Secondly, clarify the legal theory on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones such as: the concept, role, regulation principles, content of law on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones;
Thirdly, analyze and evaluate the current legal regulations as well as clearly indicate the results, limitations and causes of the limitations of the law on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones in Vietnam;
Fourthly, evaluate the practical implementation of law on environmental protection in the activities of the economic zones in Vietnam today;
Fifthly, propose solutions to improve the laws and improve the efficiency of the implementation of legal regulations on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones in Vietnam.
[bookmark: _Toc62628192]3. Object and scope of the study
3.1. Object of research:
The thesis studies scientific views, scientific theories about environmental protection in general and environmental protection in the activities of economic zones in particular; study the provisions of Vietnamese laws on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones; to serve as the evidence for proposing solutions to improve the legal framework on environmental protection in the activities of economic zones. The thesis also researches the laws of some countries in the world, regional and international commitments. Relating to the thesis topic as well as focusing on research and assessment of the practical implementation of the law on environmental protection in the economic zones in Vietnam today through typical cases, opinions of people living in the economic zone as well as opinions of officers related to environmental protection in the economic zones.
3.2. Research scope
Firstly, research content: The thesis focuses on researching specific contents: (i) Laws on environmental protection in the period of preparation for construction of economic zones; (ii) Laws on environmental protection in the construction phase of the economic zones; (iii) Laws on environmental protection in the operation period of economic zones; (iv) Laws on checking, inspection and handling of violations of the law on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones. With these contents, the thesis also focuses on specific provisions of environmental protection in the operation of the economic zones without studying general regulations on environmental protection for some functional areas such as tourism, urban areas, residential areas, ...
Secondly, research space: The thesis studies the theoretical and practical basis of implementing the law on environmental protection in the activities of economic zones in Vietnam.
Thirdly, research period: Research on the theoretical and practical basis of implementing the law on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones in Vietnam from 2010 to 2020.
[bookmark: _Toc62628193]4. Methodology and research methods
To achieve the research objectives and research tasks, the thesis uses the following specific research methods:
- Methods of analysis - synthesis:
- Comparative method:
- Methods of sociological survey and investigation:
- Scientific discussion method:
- In-depth interview method:
[bookmark: _Toc62628194]5. New contributions of the thesis
5.1. New theoretical contributions
On the basis of analyzing the scientific views about the economic zone as well as the operation of the economic zone, the thesis has built up a number of scientific concepts, specifically: The concept of the activities of the economic zones; the concept of environmental protection in the activities of the economic zones. The thesis has clarified the main contents of the law on environmental protection in the economic zone including: (i) environmental protection in the period of preparation for construction of the economic zone; (ii) environmental protection in the construction phase of the economic zone; (iii) environmental protection during the economic zone operation; (iv) Regulations on the responsibility of inspecting, examining, detecting and handling violations of environmental protection in the operation of economic zones.
5.2. New practical points
From the practical activities of environmental protection in economic zones, the thesis has analyzed and evaluated the current situation of laws and clarified the following contents:
- Clarifying the current state of the law on environmental protection in the stage of construction preparation of the economic zones;
- Clarifying the current status of the law on environmental protection in the construction stage of the economic zones;
- Clarifying the current state of the law on environmental protection in the operation period of the economic zones;
- Clarifying the current status of regulations on authority as well as responsibility for coordination in inspection, examination, detection and handling of administrative violations on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones.
In particular, on the basis of clarifying the legal theory and practical implementation of the law on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones, the thesis proposes solutions to improve the law and improve the efficiency of law implementation on environmental protection in the operations of the economic zones, specifically:
- Proposing solutions to complete the legal framework on environmental protection in the stage of construction preparation, construction stage, in the operation phase of the economic zone as well as complete solutions in terms of the authority as well as responsibility to coordinate inspection, examination, detection and handling of violations of environmental protection in the activities of economic zones.
- Proposing solutions to improve the responsibilities of the subjects for environmental protection in the activities of the economic zones. In addition, the thesis has proposed additional financial resources for the construction and operation of functional areas of environmental protection in the EZ as well as solutions to improve the efficiency of inspection, supervision and treatment of the facility. State management over the process of building and operating environmental protection works in the economic zone.
[bookmark: _Toc62628195]6. The structure of the thesis
In addition to the introduction, conclusion, table of contents, references, the thesis is structured into 4 chapters:
Chapter 1: Overview of research situation and research theoretical basis
Chapter 2: Theoretical issues of law on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones.
Chapter 3: Current status of the law and practice of implementing the law on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones in Vietnam.
Chapter 4: Orientations and solutions to improve the law and improve the effectiveness of the implementation of the law on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones in Vietnam.



[bookmark: _Toc62628196]Chapter 1
[bookmark: _Toc62628197]LITERATURE REVIEW AND THEORETICAL 
[bookmark: _Toc62628198]BASIS OF RESEARCH
[bookmark: _Toc62628199]1.1. Overview of researches related to the thesis
[bookmark: _Toc62628200]1.1.1. Group of researches on theoretical issues about economic zones
The monograph book "Free economic zone: theoretical and practical issues" by Cu Chi Loi, Social Science Publishing House, 2013. The book is a synthesis of theoretical issues and international experience in the development of a free economic zone, and at the same time clarify steps to build an economic zone in Vietnam towards a free economic zone.
Thesis "State management of Cau Treo International Border Gate Economic Zone" by Tran Bau Ha at Ho Chi Minh National Academy of Politics in 2017. The thesis systematizes and clarifies the theory basis of state management (at the provincial level) for the gate economic zone in the current context from the perspective of economic management.
Meng Guangwen (2003), “The Theory and Practice of Free Economic Zones: (A Case Study of Tianjin, People's Republic of China” thesis of the Ruprecht-Karls University of Heidelberg, Germany (Thesis: Theory and Practice of Zones Free economics: A case study on Tianjin, People's Republic of China This is the Doctor of Science (Degree of Doctor of National Sciences) thesis by Dr. Meng Guangwen at Ruprecht-Karls University, Federal Republic of Germany The work has summarized many studies on economic zones of previous scholars, presenting the history of formation and change of "Free Economic Zones" in world history since the 16th century to this day.
FIAS (2010), Special Economic Zones: Performance, lessions learned, and implications for zone development, Document Type: Working Paper (Topic: Special Economic Zones: Performance, Lessons Learned, and Regional Development Implications). This is a research result of the Advisory Group on Policy Environment under FIAS, an organization funded by the World Bank to research and implement consultancy on environment and economic policy.
[bookmark: _Toc62628201]1.1.2. Group of researches on issues of law on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones
Firstly, the studies on environmental protection law are also carried out in the operation of economic zones
The monograph "Solid waste management (volume 1)" by Tran Hieu Nhue, Ung Quoc Dung, Nguyen Thi Kim Thai, published in 2011. The book has focused on research on measure of collection, gathering, transportation and treatment of urban solid waste; methods of collecting waste from industrial activities.
Thesis "The law on using economic tools in environmental protection in Vietnam today" by Nguyen Ngoc Anh Dao, 2013 at Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences, Academy of Social Sciences. The thesis clarifies the theoretical issues about the law using economic tools in environmental protection.
Thesis "Improving the legal responsibility in the field of environmental protection in Vietnam" by Nguyen Thi To Uyen, 2013 at the Faculty of Law - Hanoi National University. This thesis has completed one more step of the legal basis of the law on legal responsibility in the field of environmental protection in Vietnam, clarifying the concept of legal responsibility in the field of environmental protection in the sense of "positive" and "negative".
Thesis "Law on air pollution control in Vietnam" by Bui Duc Hien, 2016 at Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences, Academy of Social Sciences. This thesis is an in-depth study of the law on air pollution control in Vietnam.
Thesis "The principle that polluter must pay according to Vietnamese environmental law", by Vo Trung Tin, 2019 at Ho Chi Minh City University of Law. The thesis has analyzed and evaluated the provisions of the law showing and implementing the principle that polluters have to pay.
Secondly, the researches on legal issues on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones
Monograph book "Law on sanctioning administrative violations in the field of environmental protection in industrial zones in Vietnam", by Doan Hong Nhung and Nguyen Thi Binh, Construction Publishing House, 2016. The authors have in-depth research on the theoretical basis of handling administrative violations in the field of environmental protection, the role and characteristics of handling administrative violations in the field of environmental protection for enterprises in the industrial zone and the current situation of handling violations administrative violations in the field of environmental protection for enterprises in the industrial zones.
The research "Investigating, surveying and evaluating marine biodiversity in Dung Quat economic zone, proposing solutions to minimize environmental impacts to biodiversity", is a project under the Research Institute of Marine Management and Island of Chaired by Vu Thanh Ca in 2013. This scientific project analyzed the database on the Dung Quat Economic Zone, in which the current state of the marine environment in Dung Quat Economic Zone as well as providing a scientific basis for the planning and development orientation of Dung Quat Economic Zones.
In summary, there are currently no in-depth studies on theories and laws on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones, the current legal status and practice of implementing law on environmental protection in economic zones as well as proposing solutions to improve the law and improve the efficiency of law implementation on environmental protection in the economic zones.Therefore, these are the contents that the thesis will focus on researching and clarifying.
[bookmark: _Toc62628202]1.2. Evaluation of the research situation related to the thesis topic
[bookmark: _Toc62628203]1.2.1. Achievements in research that the thesis inherits and continues to develop
Firstly, the research projects have had in-depth analysis and assessment of theoretical issues about economic zone, such as international experience in the development of economic zone; the future economic zone development orientation of countries in the world; policies for Vietnam's Economic zones; orientation of economic development in Vietnam in the future.
Secondly, the above studies have: i) analyzed and evaluated environmental policies and laws to ensure sustainable development according to the policy of the Communist Party of Vietnam; ii) specified the requirements posed on environmental protection in the trend of international integration; iii) assessed the current status of legal regulations as well as legal implementation practices, thereby proposing solutions to perfect and improve the efficiency of the implementation of legal regulations on: control of air pollution in Vietnam; waste management in Vietnam; legal responsibilities in the field of environmental protection; iv) analyzed and clarified the theory and legislation on: the principle that polluter must pay; using economic tools in environmental protection.
Thirdly, the research works have partly analyzed and evaluated: i) the principles governing the law on environmental protection in economic zones; ii) legal provisions on environmental protection for economic zones such as: waste management; legal responsibilities of the subjects in the economic zone; environmental management system; iii) the current legal status and practice of implementing the law on environmental protection in the economic zone. A number of works have also researched and proposed solutions to improve the law and improve the effectiveness of law implementation on environmental protection in the economic zone.
Therefore, in the process of researching the thesis, the PhD student will learn and inherit the achievements and values ​​that the studies have shown as the foundation for further research of the thesis in theory as well as reality.
[bookmark: _Toc62628204]1.2.2. The issues, that are still open or have not been thoroughly resolved need further research
Firstly, the research projects have not clarified theories and laws on environmental protection in the activities of economic zones.
Secondly, the research works have analyzed the content of the law on environmental protection in many areas and fields. However, there are almost no studies that analyze and evaluate the content of law on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones on the basis of comparing with relevant provisions of previous laws, as well as legal regulations in the world and international treaties to which Vietnam is a member.
Thirdly, the works have assessments on the current legal status and practice of law enforcement on environmental protection in general as well as in certain areas and fields. However, there are no in-depth studies on the legal status and practice of implementing the law on environmental protection in the activities of economic zones in Vietnam.
Fourthly, the works have also studied and proposed solutions to improve the law and improve the effectiveness of the implementation of the law on environmental protection in general as well as in certain areas and fields. However, there are no in-depth studies on solutions to perfect the law and improve the effectiveness of law enforcement on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones in Vietnam.
Fifthly, a number of studies related to the law on environmental protection in general and environmental protection in activities of industrial zones and economic zones in the legal documents which have expired.
Sixthly, there are no legal studies of laws of some countries in the world on environmental protection in the activities of economic zones in a methodical way, from which comparing with Vietnam's reality to help us to have a comprehensive objective and scientific view to complete the legal framework on environmental protection in the activities of the economic zones.
In summary, through an overview of legal studies on environmental protection in the activities of the economic zones in Vietnam. The PhD student found that there are no studies that clarify: i) theories and laws on environmental protection in the activities of the economic zones; ii) the legal status and practice of implementing the law on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones in Vietnam; iii) The solution to improve the law and improve the effectiveness of law implementation on environmental protection in the operation of the economic zones in Vietnam. These are the contents that the PhD student will continue to study and clarify in this thesis.
[bookmark: _Toc62628205]1.3. Theoretical basis of the research
[bookmark: _Toc62628206]1.3.1. Research questions of the topic
The thesis is deployed with questions about theoretical aspects, legal aspects to clarify the purpose of the thesis, which are:
Firstly, what is the law on environmental protection in the operation of the economic zone and what are the regulations of the law on environmental protection in the operation of the economic zone?
Secondly, how is the current situation and practice of law implementation on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones in Vietnam today?
Thirdly, what solutions need to be taken to improve the law and improve the effectiveness of law implementation on environmental protection in the operation of the economic zone in Vietnam in the current trend?
[bookmark: _Toc62628207]1.3.2. Research theory of the topic
The thesis studies the law on environmental protection in the operations of economic zones based on the following theories:
- The theory of environmental protection in the operation of the economic zones based on the idea prevention is key;
- Theory of environmental protection in the operation of economic zones to ensure sustainable national development;
- Theory of environmental protection in the operation of economic zones to protect the right to live in a healthy environment;
- The theory of environmental protection in the operation of the economic zones on the principle that polluters must compensate for damage caused by the violation.
[bookmark: _Toc62628208]1.3.3. Research hypothesis of the topic
- The theoretical basis of the law on environmental protection in the operation of the economic zone in Vietnam is incomplete and comprehensive;
- The legal regulations on environmental protection in the economic zone’s activities are inadequate, flawed, and systematic;
- Practical implementation of the law on environmental protection in the economic zone’s activities is limited;
- There is no clear, cross and long-term direction on environmental protection in the activities of the economic zones. The solutions are not synchronous, lack specific solutions to protect the environment in the activities of the economic zones.
[bookmark: _Toc62628209]1.3.4. Expected results
By proving the research hypothesis and answering the above research questions, the thesis is expected to achieve the following results:
Firstly, building and completing theoretically the concepts, characteristics, roles as well as governing principles of law on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones;
Secondly, clearly indicating the suitability and inadequacies of environmental protection in the operation of the economic zones specified in the current legal documents;
Thirdly, determining and analyzing the orientation to build and perfect the law on environmental protection in the activities of the economic zones in Vietnam. On that basis, the thesis proposes solutions to improve the law and improve the effectiveness of law implementation on environmental protection in the activities of economic zones in Vietnam.
[bookmark: _Toc62628210]Chapter 2
[bookmark: _Toc62628211]THEORETICAL ISSUES OF LAW ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION IN THE OPERATION OF ECONOMIC ZONES
[bookmark: _Toc62628212]2.1. Concept of economic zones and environmental protection in the operation of economic zones
[bookmark: _Toc62628213]2.1.1. Concepts and characteristics of economic zones
From studying the views in the world as well as in Vietnam about economic zone, it can be understood that economic zone is an area with separate geographical boundaries and spatial scope, in which countries apply laws, particularly on tariffs or regulations on foreign trade activities for goods entering and leaving the economic zone as well as economic activities in it, aiming to exploit and attract resources for socio-economic development and security protection and defense.
From this concept, economic zone can be identified through the following characteristics:
Firstly, economic zone is an area that encourages investment through tax reduction policies.
Secondly, economic zone is an area with separate geographical and spatial boundaries with an especially favorable investment and business environment for investors.
Thirdly, the economic zone aims at socio-economic development and defense and security protection.
Fourthly, the legal provisions on the establishment and operation of economic zones are different.
Fifthly, economic zone is usually located in coastal areas or border gates.
Sixthly, in the economic zone, environmental protection is required stricter than in other areas.
[bookmark: _Toc62628214]2.1.2. Concept of operation of economic zones
The concept of the operation of economic zones is as follows: economic zone activities are understood as activities of subjects from construction investment preparation to construction investment and during the economic zone’s operation in order to achieve effective establishment, construction of economic zone.
[bookmark: _Toc62628215]2.1.3. Concepts and characteristics of environmental protection
From researches, it can be understood that environmental protection is a human activity through specific measures to preserve, prevent, and overcome negative impacts on the environment and improve the environment to ensure habitat quality.
Environmental protection activities can be identified through the following specific characteristics:
Firstly, environmental protection is the common responsibility of all actors and all countries, irrespective of the official form, political regime and socio-economic development level of the countries.
Secondly, environmental protection is done by applying a combination of different measures such as organizational - political measures, economic measures, scientific - technological measures, propaganda measures, education measures, juridical.
Thirdly, environmental protection is carried out at many different levels, including: individual level, community level, local level, regional level, national level, sub-regional, regional and global level.
[bookmark: _Toc62628216]2.1.4. Concepts and characteristics of environmental protection in the operation of economic zones
In this project, environmental protection in economic zone activities is understood as purposeful activities of subjects from construction preparation stage to construction investment phase and during the operation of economic zone to keep the environment is fresh, clean and beautiful; prevent and limit negative impacts on the environment; respond to environmental incidents; overcoming environmental pollution and degradation caused by the operation of the economic zone, environmental restoration and improvement.
From analyzing the contents of environmental protection activities in the economic zone, it can be seen that environmental problems and environmental protection activities in the economic zone have different characteristics than the general environmental protection activities outside the economic zone, specifically:
Firstly, environmental protection activities in the economic zone are carried out by many subjects.
Secondly, environmental protection activities in the economic zone requires high synchronization and concentration.
Thirdly, activities of environmental protection in the economic zone are carried out right from the preparation stage of investment in the construction of the economic zone.
[bookmark: _Toc62628217]2.1.5. The need for environmental protection in the operation of economic zones
Firstly, the environmental impact from the enterprises' discharge activities in the economic zone.
Secondly, affecting the environment from operation and maintenance activities of investors in construction and trading in technical infrastructure of economic zones.
Thirdly, to affect the environment from management, inspection and handling activities of state agencies.
Fourthly, affecting the environment from the activities of other entities in the economic zone.
[bookmark: _Toc62628218]2.2. Conception of law on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones
[bookmark: _Toc62628219]2.2.1. Concept and role of law on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones
The law on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones is a combination of legal regulations promulgated, recognized or approved by the State to regulate social relationships arising in the process of preparing for construction preparation construction investment and operation of the economic zones in order to keep the environment fresh, clean and beautiful; prevent and limit negative impacts on the environment; respond to environmental incidents; overcome environmental pollution and degradation caused by the operation of the economic zone, observe environmental restoration and improvement.
[bookmark: _Toc62628220]2.2.2. Principles of regulating the law on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones
Firstly, environmental protection in the operation of economic zones is the responsibility and obligation of all actors operating in the economic zones and related subjects.
Secondly, environmental protection in the operation of economic zones must be conducted from the investment preparation stage to the whole process of construction and operation of the economic zones.
Thirdly, environmental protection in the operation of economic zones must be harmoniously linked with economic development, social security, biodiversity conservation, and response to climate change to ensure a healthy environment of the economic zones.
Fourthly, environmental protection in the operation of the EZs must be based on the rational use of resources, minimizing waste.
[bookmark: _Toc62628221]2.2.3. Content of the law on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones
Firstly, environmental protection in the period of preparation for investment in the construction of economic zones.
Secondly, regulations on environmental protection in the construction phase of the economic zone.
Thirdly, regulations on environmental protection in the operational phase of the economic zone.
Fourthly, regulations on investigation, inspection and handling of violations of the law on environmental protection in the activities of the economic zone.
[bookmark: _Toc62628222]2.2.4. Law on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones of some countries in the world and lessons for Vietnam
2.2.4.1. Laws on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones of some countries around the world
Firstly, the law of Japan.
Second, the law of Korea.
Third, the law of China.
Fourth, the law of Singapore.
2.4.4.2. Some lessons for Vietnam
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Chapter 3
[bookmark: _Toc62628224]LEGAL STATUS AND IMPLEMENTATION PRACTICE ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION IN OPERATION OF 
[bookmark: _Toc62628225]ECONOMIC ZONES IN VIETNAM
[bookmark: _Toc62628226]3.1. Actual situation of law and implementation of the law on environmental protection in the stage of construction investment preparation of economic zones
[bookmark: _Toc62628227]3.1.1. Provisions on responsibility to prepare environmental impact assessment reports of investors entering the economic zone
Investors do not fully comply with the regulations on environmental protection in the economic zone, leading to the cause of environmental pollution in the economic zone when it goes into operation, namely pollution of water sources and land sources, air pollution, noise pollution.
There has been no agreement on the time when the project owner must conduct EIA of legal documents.
[bookmark: _Toc62628228]3.1.2. Technical infrastructure design stage of economic zones
Firstly, there is a lack of specific regulations on green tree network design guidelines for environmental protection in the economic zone.
Secondly, there is no regulation on safe distance to arrange and install hazardous waste treatment facilities as well as noise in the economic zone with surrounding areas.
Thirdly, there is no specific regulation on the responsibility of the project owner whether or not to install the monitoring system simultaneously, synchronously with the infrastructure of the economic zone during construction.
[bookmark: _Toc62628229]3.2. Current status of the law and practice of implementing the law on environmental protection in the construction phase of economic zones
The implementation process in the past found that the environmental protection in the construction stage of environmental protection works in the economic zones has not achieved the expected effect.
[bookmark: _Toc62628230]3.2.1. Responsibility for the construction of technical infrastructure works for environmental protection by economic zones
Firstly, the provisions of the legal documents still have contradictions between the delimitation of responsibility for construction and operation of environmental protection works in the economic zones.
Secondly, the fact that investors building and trading technical infrastructure of economic zones consider the responsibility for investment and construction of environmental protection works just a simple legal procedure, so they do not implement, as a result, serious lack of equipment for the monitoring and control of environmental pollution; post-appraisal work in some places is of little interest.
[bookmark: _Toc62628231]3.2.2. Investors' responsibility to protect the environment in the process of site clearance for construction and construction of economic zones
Lack of regulations on the responsibilities of investors in the treatment of wastes, wastewater, exhaust gases, especially dust and noise that can pollute the environment during site clearance to build economic zones.
[bookmark: _Toc62628232]3.2.3. Investors' responsibility to protect the environment in the process of building technical infrastructure of economic zones
Regulations in legal documents do not clarify the responsibility of investors for environmental protection in the construction process of the economic zone.
[bookmark: _Toc62628233]3.3. Actual status of the law and practice of implementing the law on environmental protection in the operation stage of economic zones
[bookmark: _Toc62628234]3.3.1. Responsibility for operation, maintenance and remediation of environmental pollution in economic zones
The current law regulates the responsibilities of investors in the operation and maintenance of the environmental protection in economic projects but the responsibility of preventing and overcoming as well as the funding sources used to handle the consequences caused by environmental pollution are not yet defined.
[bookmark: _Toc62628235]3.3.2. Conditions for new additions or expansion of economic zones in the operation period
Current law provisions on new additions and expansion of economic zones are not clear in the process of operation.
[bookmark: _Toc62628236]3.3.3. Licensing activities for investors to operate in economic zones
Licensing for manufacturing enterprises operating in the economic zone is affected and dominated by the local government without taking into account the ability to meet the environmental protection conditions as well as the suitability of the business according to regulations of the Law.
[bookmark: _Toc62628237]3.3.4. Regulations on waste management during the operation period of economic zones
Firstly, the waste treatment system of the economic zone has not met the requirements
Secondly, there is a lack of regulations on the responsibility of equipping and upgrading equipment for staff in charge of waste management in the economic zone.
[bookmark: _Toc62628238]3.4. Actual situation of law and practice of law implementation on inspection, examination and handling of violations of the law on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones
[bookmark: _Toc62628239]3.4.1. Competence to inspect, examine, detect and handle administrative violations of environmental protection in the operation of economic zones
Firstly, inspection and examination in a number of economic zones have not been conducted regularly and effectively.
Secondly, the law does not grant the right to handle violations for the economic zone management board, so when the agencies having the authority come to inspect, check and handle violations of environmental protection activities in the economic zones, there is often no consensus or coordination with the economic zone management board.
Thirdly, the regulations allowing many agencies to have the right to investigate, inspect and handle administrative violations on environmental protection in the economic zone has negatively affected production activities of enterprises.
[bookmark: _Toc62628240]3.4.2. Responsibilities of state management agencies in charge of inspection and examination of environmental protection in the operation of economic zones
The coordination in environmental protection issues in the economic zone between agencies in recent years has not been close and effective.












[bookmark: _Toc62628241]Chapter 4
[bookmark: _Toc62628242]ORIENTATION AND SOLUTIONS TO COMPLETE LAW
[bookmark: _Toc62628243]AND ENHANCE THE EFFICIENCY OF IMPLEMENTATION OF LAW ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION IN THE OPERATION OF ECONOMIC ZONES IN VIETNAM
[bookmark: _Toc62628244]4.1. Orientation to perfect the law on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones in Vietnam
Firstly, perfecting the law on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones must ensure the efficiency of investment capital from the State.
Secondly, perfecting the law on environmental protection in economic zones must ensure strictness.
Thirdly, perfecting the law on environmental protection in economic zones must ensure the reasonableness between the State's control and respect the autonomy of the investor.
Fourthly, completing the law on environmental protection in the activities of EZs must ensure centralized management but coordination of implementation.
[bookmark: _Toc62628245]4.2. Solutions to perfect laws on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones in Vietnam
[bookmark: _Toc62628246]4.2.1. Solutions to perfect laws on environmental protection in the period of preparation for investment in construction of economic zones
Firstly, perfecting the law on responsibility for making environmental impact assessment reports by investors into industrial zones and the economic zones
Secondly, perfecting the law on environmental protection in the design and technical infrastructure of the economic zone.
[bookmark: _Toc62628247]4.2.2. Solution to perfect the law on environmental protection in the construction phase of economic zones
Firstly, completing the law on responsibility for construction of environmental protection infrastructure works in economic zones.
Secondly, perfecting the law on investors' responsibility to protect the environment in the process of site clearance for construction of economic zones.
Thirdly, perfecting the law on investors' responsibility to protect the environment in the process of building technical infrastructure of the economic zone.
[bookmark: _Toc62628248]4.2.3. Solution to perfect the law on environmental protection in the period of operation of economic zones
Firstly, perfecting the law on responsibility for operation, maintenance and remediation of environmental pollution in the operation of economic zones.
Secondly, perfecting the law on for conditions new addition and expansion of economic zones.
Thirdly, perfecting the legislation on waste management during the economic zones' operation.
[bookmark: _Toc62628249]4.2.4. Completing the law on inspection, examination and handling of violations of the law on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones
Firstly, perfecting the law on the authority to inspect, examine, detect and handle administrative violations of environmental protection in the operation of economic zones.
Secondly, perfecting the law on the coordination responsibility of state management agencies in environmental protection during the operation of economic zones.
[bookmark: _Toc62628250]4.3. Solutions to improve efficiency of law enforcement on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones
Firstly, enhancing the responsibility of stakeholders for environmental protection in the operation of economic zones.
Secondly, improving the efficiency of investigation, inspection, supervision and handling by state agencies for the construction and operation of environmental protection works in economic zones.
Thirdly, building up funding for environmental protection activities in economic zones.




[bookmark: _Toc62628251]GENERAL CONCLUSION

In the current integrated trade, economic zone has become a popular model, used by many countries, including Vietnam to attract investment, promote economic development, and serve national security and defense purposes. In addition to the benefits of the economic zone, due to the concentrated production and business activities with many production lines, modern technology, the large number of citizens, a large amount of waste is dumped into the environment. If this is not properly managed and handled, the risk of environmental pollution is very high, especially the hazardous wastes from the industrial zones which are easy to cause incidents as well as environmental degradation. Therefore, the issue of environmental protection in the economic zone must be done right from the stage of construction investment preparation to construction and throughout the operation of the economic zones. All these processes must fully and seriously comply with the provisions of the law as well as the responsibility of the project owners, the investor and related entities to build and maintain an environment in healthy, non-polluting, creating maximum conditions for production and business activities in the economic zone to take place smoothly and with high productivity, while ensuring a healthy living environment, contributing to achieving the goal of economic zone construction.
Recognizing the importance of environmental protection in the operation of economic zones, the State has soon issued a governing legal framework as well as specifying responsibilities of relevant entities from construction preparation to construction, during the construction process and when the economic zone comes into operation. During this process, there are many activities that directly and indirectly pose the risk of pollution as well as environmental incidents. However, through analysis, the practice of environmental protection in the operation of economic zones is not effective, many economic zones have experienced environmental pollution, environmental incidents. Especially in the economic zones, there are still phenomena of communes discharging or burying directly into the environment or there is no centralized waste treatment area or there is a phenomenon that enterprises have not yet connected to waste and wastewater treatment areas, etc. The cause of this situation comes from the inadequacies of the law as well as the limited responsibility and awareness of the production and business entities in the economic zone.
From the research results obtained, the thesis has proposed solutions, especially solutions to improve the law on the responsibility of planning and installing technical infrastructure works for environmental protection in the economic zone; completing regulations on the installation of monitoring systems simultaneously, synchronously with infrastructure of the economic zone during construction; complete regulations on the responsibility for construction of technical infrastructure works for environmental protection in the economic zone as well as responsibility for operation, maintenance and remediation of environmental pollution in the economic zone and new conditions for addition, expand on of economic zone in the process of operation. In particular, completing regulations on authority as well as responsibility for coordination in inspection, examination, detection and handling of administrative violations on environmental protection in the operation of economic zones. Besides, the thesis has also proposed solutions to raise awareness of investors, project owners as well as other subjects doing business and production in the economic zones; solutions to supplement financial resources for the construction and operation of functional areas for environmental protection in the economic zone as well as solutions to improve the efficiency of inspection, supervision and handling of state agencies for the construction process and operating environmental protection works in the economic zone. The results of this study have contributed to perfecting the law as well as improving the efficiency of the implementation of regulations on environmental protection in the economic zones, creating a safe and healthy environment, preventing and minimizing negative impacts on environment, responding to environmental incidents, promoting effective production and business activities, contributing to the effective implementation of the goals of building and establishing the economic zones.
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